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“I was lucky, football did a lot of good for me”.  

The story of former Bolton Wanderers defender Tommy Banks is still impressing fans almost a year after it was published. 

Ah'm Tellin' Thee — a Biography of Tommy Banks — was the town centre branch of Waterstone's best-selling book over 

Christmas and New Year. It beat popular offerings from the likes of chef Jamie Oliver and comedian Miranda Hart and now 

author Ian Seddon, also an ex-BWFC player, hopes it could be the perfect gift for football fans this Father’s Day. 

 It tells the story of a very different world, in which a down-to-earth, charismatic Farnworth lad dodged a life down the pits 

and on the battle field thanks to his skills on the football pitch.Featuring some local dialect, complete with translations, it also 

tells how Tommy and several others played their parts in changing the landscape for the modern day footballer. 

 Born in 1929, in Farnworth, he first lived in Tudor Avenue before growing up in George Street and now lives in nearby Elsie 

Street.  Tommy, aged 83, said: “It’s been selling in America but they can’t understand it. We go to there for our holidays, 

we’ve been going for 20 years and we’re very familiar with some of them and their families. I’ve never wanted to move away. 

I tell you what, and this is true, I’ve moved 500 yards since I was born — that’s all.” 

 It is the first book Ian, aged 62, who lives in Astley, has written and he decided to put pen to paper after meeting the great-

grandfather-of-one through the Bolton Wanderers Former Players Association. Ian, a midfielder for Bolton Wanderers 

between 1969 and 1973, said: “I would like a lot of the younger generation to read it. They’ve grown up with the Premiership 

where it’s all money and TV and thousands of angles of goals. Back in those days, if you wanted to watch football you had to 

attend the match. Football hasn’t always been players getting paid thousands of pounds a week. They were on a pittance and 

they had to battle for their contracts. It wasn’t all about money back then. I just felt it was a story that had to be told because 

of getting to know Tommy. It wasn’t just football. People who have read the book, who are in their late 70s say, I can relate to 

that, I was like that. Or they will say, my grandad was a bit like that. Tommy had this talent to play football, which got him 

away from the factories and pits. He was fantastic to talk to, he was very open and he’s got such a good memory plus there 

were a lot of good stories from ex-players like Francis Lee, even Bobby Charlton contributed.” 

 Tommy fought to acquire better pay and conditions for players in the 1961 labour dispute with the Football League, a time 

which was a far cry from today’s multi-millionaire lifestyles of the country’s top players.  But he says: “I don’t envy these lads 

now, they can’t go for a drink because everyone is at them.” 

 Had it not been for his footballing prowess, the grandfather-of-three would have stayed working down the pits like many 

others in Bolton.  He said: “I went in the pits until I was 21. I was in the army for two years and I played for my regiment. I was 

lucky, football did a lot of good for me. All the lads I trained with, there were about 25 of us, they all went to Korea in 51/52. 

The colonel said to me, you’re staying here Banks. That was to play football. I don’t know whether they came back. They 

didn’t get in touch with me and I didn’t know where they were. I lost contact with them. Football has done not so bad for me. 

With Bolton, I travelled the world more or less, we went to Europe. My mother used to say to me, “where are you playing 

today Thomas? If it was say, Wolverhampton, she wouldn’t have known where it was. So I just used to say t’other side of 

Manchester. In 1958/59, we went to play a team in Spain. They were one of the best teams. I went home and told them we 

were going to Spain. My mum said, “don’t tell me, t’other side of Manchester? We used to go to Germany, France, never 

went to Italy but I’ve sampled it since.” 

Ah'm Tellin' Thee — a Biography of Tommy Banks is available from Waterstones. 
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Life story of Bolton Wanderers 

Legend is still on top 


